=
=
o
i
&
=
=

=

BEE -‘_\UTIFLIL HOME







D

44

For 26 years, Bobbe and Jon Bridge lived in a dark, clois-
tered Tudor that no amount of remodeling could fix. Parties
always felt congested, and the walls defied large works of
art. “It was no longer the kind of house we wanted to live
in.” says Bobbe, a Washington State Supreme Court justice.

With their children grown and a full roster of civic groups
vying for their hospitality, the Seattle couple went seurch-
ing for a4 new house where they could entertain groups of
as many as 100 without bottlenecks around the kitchen or
conniptions from the caterers. They found what they were
looking for just u mile away, in a 1950s contemporary with
an open floor plan and magnificent Puget Sound views.
Thinking the house mainly needed an update, Bobbe
and Jon enlisted the services of architects George Suyama
and Chris Haddad of Suyama Peterson Deguchi. But once
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the plans were drawn up and construction costs were

calculated, everyone realized the results would still be a
compromise, For a bit more money. the Bridges decided to
huild a4 new home on the site and get everything exactly the
way they wanted it

Bobbe and Jon, the ¢co-CEO of a fumily jewelry busi-
ness, admit they wanted a place that would duazzle their
visitors—but with quality. not quantity. “I didn't wuant a
megamansion,” Bobbe says. “I wanted a house that would

ABOVE The fireplace’'s manganese ironspot brick is an update of a orick
used heavly dunng the 1950s and '60s. Asian artifacts and touches of
velvet and sik temper the concrete hearth and steel fumishings
OPPOSITE A 19th-century rolling storage chest from Japan nestles up to
the fireplace In the living room
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make somebody go wow' because it was really beautitul,

not because it was o huge monster,”

Although the new home was going to be contempo-
rary. Suyama wanted it o At in with the neighborhood. a
manicured enclave of ranch houses dating from the 1950s
and "60s. To bridge past and present. he anchored the new
house with walls of Roman brick—un Eisenhower Era staple
updated here in a smoky-gray finish, A wall built from the
material stretches across the front of the property, linking
the house with its surroundings while aftording a meuasure
ol privacy from the street,

A gate ushers visitors into a courtvard that adts as a
transition between the lively streetscape and the tranquil in-

terior. “This is u fover. but in a different form,™ Suvama says

of the space, which is indicative of his signature understatec

clurtar aut af sight and courte

Lindersia

are Confeakt

and protective stvle and o strong indoor-outdoor connectic
inspired by homes in Asia
By consigning the enory hadl to the  exterior, o

architect was uble 1o climinate it inside. reducing 1]

main oor to w single spuace containing the kitchen, du

ing. and living arcas. “We wanted it open and light.” Boht

savs, “We didn't want a lot of rooms.” Cabinets and ley

changes define spuces while preserving views to the v

crable spruce tree anchoring the vard and Puget Sound
the distance. Clerestony windows and slits of glass inu
duce light from every direction, lraming vistas and forg
connections belween indoors and out, Physical outdoor
cess is never more than a few steps awayv, cither, thanks

sliding doors opening to o deck and an expansive patio

reflecting pool below.
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FIGHT The suspended steel
starrcase barely touches the
lowver-level floor, wihere its slender

orofile preserves views

OPPOSITE The library is enclosed

oy bookshelves, save for a single
inclow that provides a way 1o

monitor activity outsicde. Books

are organized alphabetically by

ategory, and by author within

=3ch category. "Arranging the
rary was a challenge,” interior
dzsigner Pamela Pearce says

To encourage those connections. the architects did
everything they could to minimize distractions. hiding the
powder room behind a wall of blackened steel (Bobbe turns
on a light and leaves the door ajar so guests cun find it) and
camouflaging kitchen appliances under panels of rift-cut
ouk. “We wanted the kitchen to be as functional as possible,
but as invisible as possible.” Suyama says. Oak storage walls
preclude the need for upper cabinets, while the sublimely
understated island could almost pass for a table. Even the
living room lighting is built into an eiegant Asian-style arbor
structure that lines up with the room's window' trim.

Interior designer Pamela Pearce integrated the furni-

ture with the architecture, creating custom pieces that echo
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the home's lines and materials so faithfully it's sometimes

hard to tell where architecture ends and furnishings begin.
Graphic bronze inlays trace the surface of the ebonized wal-
nut dining table—the sole touches of pattern in a house that
mines Zen-like serenity with unadorned finishes and subtle
shifts of color. A built-in buffet taced in blackened steel
cradles the living room sectional behind it: ebonized-walnut
tables on either side seem to mirror the profile of the brick-
and-concrete fireplace and its steel muntel,

Soft, luxurious fabrics, such as chenille, velvet. and
muscular materials, as do

silk, of those

antique area rugs and museum-quality Asian artifacts ac-

counteract all

quired specifically for the house. “I laughingly say 1 have









@ 30-vear collection of Asian art that we did in about six

months. savs Bobbe. who initiated the assemblage with the
19th-century rolling storage chest next to the fireplace. A
carved-wood temple bell in the shape of a fish sits aop
the chest, which is paired with stoneware jars dating back
to about 300 B.C. Other artifacts line the top of the kitchen
cabinets and  adorn  wbletops  throughout  the house
“Several casually displaved Asian pieces. both Japanese and
Chinesce. wre over 2,000 veuars old,” Pearce says. They offer a
hand-hewn counterpoint to the home's ascetic lines and the
Bridges” burgeoning collection of contemporary art,
Architectural features practically serve as extensions of
the contemporary art collection, The living room staircase.
for instance. couxes visitors into the library and media room

OPPQSITE A sheltered patin
extends the lower level of the
house. Between the sealing ar=
and the house ls a refiecting o

extenog

fed by a oper t

front above the master bath's

large window. The small ecoant
windiow, also in the bathroom,
frames a ught view near the Ui

ouitsicle, SUSDoy

edged in zinc. Walls of glass

aterma

f=lite]

with rough-saw

siding and taupe-color stucco

below, “The staircase is broader than normal and also a litde
more gracious, so the transition between the upper (main)
Hoor and the floor below was very seamless,” Suyamit says
The stairs were Fashioned from steel plates suspended [rom
steel rods, so the steps seem to tloat down from above, pre-
serving views and light across the lower level

Bookshelves wrap the downstairs walls, pausing out-
side Jon's office to accommodate a window so he can gaze
out to the patio and garden while he works, The site drops
oft steeply in back. allowing the master suite and Bobbe's
office, both at thuat end of the house, to feel as il they hover
in the treetops

IUs from the lower-level patio, however, that the natu-

ral experience is strongest, Walled in on three sides and
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sheltered by foliage that includes a magnificent cedar tree,
it's a private respite that still features a peek of Puget Souncd.
A teak-and-aluminum furniture set complements the home's
architecture, and o reflecting pool with watertall offers a
contemporary take on nature.

Shortly after they moved in. Bobbe and Jon hosted
an open house for friends, neighbors, and the crew from
R.A. Setting Construction, which built the house. As they
wiatched the throng spill outside and wander up and down
the suspended staircase. the couple realized they'd succeed-
ed in their mission. Now they had a house that was perfect
for a crowd of 200 or just a party of two.

RESOURCES ON PAGE 120

To see architects’ own homes: www.bhg.com/sipShomes

ABOVE Wirdiows upstarrs and down wrap cormers whenever pessibie,
Ireaking cown divisions between interior and extener. N the master
bedroom, a winclow seat perched on the sill provides a relaxing spot
LEFT Tiny squares of tumbled slate cover the master batlvs fioor and
tulb Subily sleek fixtures carry through or the modlern Asian ook



HIODERMITY extends throughout this home, from the living room to the lower-

-

level patio. A desire for high-quality materials and a strong indoor-outdoor connection influenced the

design, as did the owners’ request that the home be cozy yet able to accommodate a crowd.
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